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I n an educational environment fraught with federal and state

mandates, high-stakes testing, overcrowded classrooms, and

dense curriculum, taking the time to engage every student in

learning might seem impossible. Yet, not only is it possible, it’s

doable and in every discipline—with the right learning condi-

tions in place. In this groundbreaking new book, ReLeah Lent

describes these conditions and what they look like in practice.

Engaging Adolescent Learners is both a practical resource and

an ideal tool for professional development. Using Brian

Cambourne’s Conditions of Learning as her framework, Lent

invites you to assess your learning, your practice, and your beliefs

about key aspects of student motivation:

■ Does the amount of responsibility you extend to students

match your expectations for them? 

■ Do you offer adolescents supportive feedback? 

■ Do you give students sufficient opportunities to use their

newfound knowledge and skills?

Then Lent offers specific suggestions for tailoring your classroom

practices to the motivational needs of each and every learner.

She provides resources such as example activities for your class-

room, study-group questions for ongoing professional reflection,

and ideas for action research and coaching to improve your

understanding of engagement.

Examine what it means to engage young adults in their learn-

ing and find out what classrooms with engaged students look,

sound, and feel like. Let ReLeah Lent help you transform your

classroom into a place where students have the freedom to satis-

fy their natural inclination to explore. With Engaging Adolescent

Learners at your side, you’ll have everything you need to help

even the most reluctant students find a way to learn that works

for them.

Phone: 800.225.5800   Fax: 603.431.2214
www.heinemann.com

978-0-325-00843-1 / 0-325-00843-4 / 2006 / 176pp / $19.50

 



Phone: 800.225.5800   Fax: 603.431.2214
www.heinemann.com

Ph
o

to
©

Sh
ip

es
St

u
d

io

CONTENTS
Section I: The Nature of Engagement
1. Learning Through Engagement

2. Learning with Cambourne

3. Immersion in Learning

4. Demonstrating Learning

5. Expecting Learning

6. Responsibility for Learning

7. Using Learning

8. Learning by Approximation

9 Learning Through Response

Section II: Engagement Through Learning Communities
10. Engagement Through Study Groups

11. Engagement Through Action Research

12. Engagement Through Coaching

LEARNERS
ADOLESCENT
Engaging
R E L E A H  C O SS E T T  L E N T

A GUIDE FOR
CONTENT-AREA TEACHERS

Foreword by BRIAN CAMBOURNE

A B O U T T H E A U T H O R

ReLeah Cossett Lent,

a secondary teacher

for more than twenty

years, spent several

years at the University

of Central Florida pro-

viding statewide

literacy staff development. Now a con-

sultant, she focuses on issues of student

engagement, adolescent literacy, and

censorship in schools. She has coau-

thored two Heinemann books, At the

Schoolhouse Gate (2002) and Silent No

More (2003). She and coauthor Gloria

Pipkin received the American Library

Association’s John Phillip Immroth

Memorial Award and the NCTE/SLATE

Intellectual Freedom Award. In addition,

ReLeah won the 1999 Pen/Newman’s

Own First Amendment Award.

“The message should be unequivocal 
from teacher to student: I like you, I have confidence

in your abilities, and I value you.“ p. 52

“We must believe in our ability 
to stretch our students’ learning and we must believe

in their ability to learn beyond any textbook, test or

curriculum. We must believe that they are artists who

are imminently capable of creating something more

beautiful and significant than anything we can

imagine.“   pp. 57–58  


